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SUBJECT: EFFECT OF COSGRAV'S VOTE ON CONTRACEPTION 

1. A FINE GAEL PARTY CONTACT, WHOSE OPINIONS IN PAST HAVE BEEN 
SOUND, TOLD US THAT HE THOUGHT PM COSGRAVE HAD STRENGTHENED HIS 
POSITION IN COUNTRY AREAS BY HIS VOTE AGAINST HIS GOVT’S CON- 
TRACEPTION BILL. SEVERAL PARTY MEMBERS HAVE BEEN MAKING 
INQUIRIES, ACCORDING TO SOURCE, AND FINDING WIDESPREAD FAVORABLE 
REACTION IN RURAL AREAS. SOME PEOPLE DISAGREE WITH COSGRAVE'S 
POSITION AND FEAR EFFECTS OF HIS VOTE, ESPECIALLY ON LINKS WITH 

NI. EVEN THESE PROPLE, HOWEVER, OFTEN EXPRESS ADMIRATION FOR 
MAN WHO KNOWS HIS OWN MIND AND CONSCIENCE. SOME FARMERS ARE 
ALSO AMUSED BY SHOCK ADMINISTERED TO LIBERAL, URBAN WING OF 
FINE BAEL AND TO LABOR PARTY. 

2. ON OTHER HAND, SOURCE SAID THAT MANY IN IRELAND'S NEW URBAN, 
EDUCATED CLASSES ARE DISILLUSIONED BY COSGRAVE'S VOTE. SOURCE 
HAD ALSO TALKED TO TWO OF COSGRAVE'S CABINET COLLEAGUES WHO 
WERE THROWN INTO CONFUSION BY HIS VOTE AND DO NOT KNOW WHAT TO 
EXPECT FROM HIM NEXT. 

3. COMMENT: FROM SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION, COSGRAVE HAS GIVEN AN 
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EXCELLENT DEMONSTRATION OF WHAT WOULD BE CALLED ' MACHISMO" IN 
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A COUNTRY OF IBERIAN TRADITIONS. WE CAN EASILY ACCEPT FINDING 
THAT HE HAS REASSERTED AUTHORITY AND INCREASED POPULARITY AMONG 
MUCH OF PUBLIC. THE PRICE, HOWEVER, HAS BEEN DIVISION IN GOVT 
AND COUNTRY. COSGRAVE IS A SECRETIVE MAN, AND HE MAY HAVE IN 
MIND PLANS FOR RESTORING CONFIDENCE IN HIS ABILITY TO 
LEAD AN EFFECTIVE TEAM. HE IS CAPABLE OF A DRAMATIC GESTURE AT 
WHAT HE CONSIDERS THE RIGHT TIME FOR NOW, HE PROBABLY ENJOYS 
LESS CONFIDENCE AS A LEADER THAN AS A PERSON. 

MOORE 
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